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the middle over the Vietnam war. Richard
Nixon got elected, and a few months later,
as the candidate of the Silent Majority, which
meant those of us that weren’t for him were
in the loud minority. It was the first election
between ‘‘us’’ and ‘‘them,’’ a tactic that peo-
ple have perfected since then, dividing the
electorate between ‘‘us’’ and ‘‘them.’’ No
more ‘‘we’’ in American politics, you—‘‘us’’
and ‘‘them.’’ That was the salience of this
whole Bob Jones University thing in the pri-
maries. For those of us that are southerners,
anyway, that went through that.

And what’s happened? We’ve been living
with that legacy ever since. And one of the
reasons that I ran for President is I didn’t
like ‘‘us’’ and ‘‘them’’ politics. I didn’t mind
disagreeing with the Republicans, but I don’t
think I should have to demonize them, and
I don’t think I should ever shut my door to
them. And if they’ve got a good idea, I don’t
think I ought to run away from it. And I be-
lieve we ought to build this country with any-
body’s new ideas, as long as you believe ev-
erybody counts, everybody should have a
chance, everybody’s got a role to play, we
all do better when we help each other. That’s
what I think.

And the point I was trying to make today,
I’ll just make it to you—I want you to think
about this tonight. I’m telling you in 1964
when I graduated from high school, we
thought we were on automatic. We thought
that sucker was going to fly. And it came
apart. The wheels came off in no time. And
every one of you, if you’ve lived long enough,
can remember a personal incident in your
life or your business life when the wheels
came off because you thought everything was
going so well, nothing bad could happen.

This is a time for vigilance, for devotion,
for patriotism in the best sense. I’ve waited
for 35 years for this, and I’ve worked hard
for 7 years to give you the chance to finish
building this bridge to tomorrow, building
the future by dreams for our children. But
just as a citizen, I think America got a second
chance in my lifetime. That’s what this elec-
tion is about. That’s why you want people
like her in office, people that know it’s a job;
it’s about ideas; it’s about work; it’s about
people; it’s about giving everybody a chance.

And if you define the election in the right
way, with a sense of urgency, you will pre-
determine the winner. This election cycle—
you mark my words, from President through
all the congressional races down to every
other one, the winner will be determined by
how the employers—that’s you, now—define
the job.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner cohosts Sanford R. and Jeanne Robertson and
Garen and Sheri Staglin; and Eric Schmidt, chief
executive officer, Novell. The President also re-
ferred to California’s proposition 26, School Fa-
cilities Local Majority Vote, which would permit
a simple majority for school bond issues as op-
posed to the super majority currently required.
This item was not received in time for publication
in the appropriate issue.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Reception in San
Francisco
March 3, 2000

I got up this morning—[applause]. Thank
you. Thank you. I want to—you’re looking
here at a medical miracle. I got up this morn-
ing at 3 o’clock in the morning your time,
and I’m still going. [Laughter] I’m glad to
be back with Susie and Mark, and I’m glad
to be here with all of you.

The major thing I would like to do tonight
is have a chance to visit with you, so I think
I’ll forgo the speech and come around and
just visit, and we’ll all talk about whatever
you’d like to talk about.

And Mayor Rendell, thank you for being
here. Let me say, I’ve had a great night to-
night. I made two appearances for Senator
Feinstein and the Democratic Senate Cam-
paign Committee, and we had very good
crowds, and we talked a lot about what’s
going on in America today. So maybe we can
have some visits about it, and I look forward
to it. Thank you very much for coming.

And give us some more music. I love that.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:29 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to
Susie Thompkins Buell and Mark Buell, reception
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hosts; and Edward G. Rendell, general chair,
Democratic National Committee. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

The President’s Radio Address
March 4, 2000

Good morning. Today I want to speak with
you about the senseless and heartbreaking
gun violence that has shaken our Nation once
again.

Yesterday, the community of Mount Mor-
ris Township, Michigan, held memorial serv-
ices for a beautiful little girl who was shot
to death in her first-grade classroom on Tues-
day. Kayla Rolland was only 6 years old.
When she walked to school with her older
brother and sister, her backpack looked al-
most as big as she was, but she loved to carry
books and read. In the words of her grand-
mother, she was a bright light who lit up ev-
erything wherever she went.

The community of Wilkinsburg, Pennsyl-
vania, was also devastated this week. On
Wednesday, a gunman unloaded his fury and
a .22 caliber revolver in a busy commercial
center. Five men were killed or grievously
wounded, including a young college student
and a man who served his community as a
priest for 23 years. These tragedies were not
isolated events. From Littleton to Fort
Worth, Paducah to Pearl, gun violence has
stolen the lives of young and old alike. It has
desecrated churches and classrooms and day-
care centers. It’s kept parents up at night and
made schoolchildren afraid to get on the bus
in the morning.

Every day, gunfire takes the lives of a
dozen children in America. One University
of New Hampshire survey showed that 60
percent of 15-year-olds said they could get
hold of an unlocked gun. If you look just at
the accidental gun deaths among children
under 15, the rate in the United States is
9 times higher than in the other 25 industrial
countries combined. This is intolerable, and
we must act, because we can do something
about it.

Last year, with a tie-breaking vote by Vice
President Gore, the Senate passed a juvenile
crime bill that would go a long way toward

strengthening our gun laws, requiring child
safety locks, banning large ammunition clips,
and closing the gun show background check
loophole.

The House passed a much weaker bill.
And for the past 8 months, the leaders in
Congress have simply failed to get together
to complete a final bill for me to sign. I’ve
called on congressional leaders to join me at
the White House on Tuesday to break that
logjam. In that meeting I’ll insist that they
get the job done. I want Congress to send
me a final bill that closes the loophole that
allows criminals to buy firearms at gun shows,
bans the importation of high capacity ammu-
nition clips, holds adults accountable when
they allow young people to get their hands
on deadly guns, and requires child safety
locks for all new handguns, the kind of locks
that would have prevented a first grader from
taking Kayla Rolland’s life.

I’ll also ask for support on three other vital
measures: to develop smart guns that can
only be fired by the adults who own them;
to require that new handgun buyers first get
a photo license showing they passed the
Brady background check and a gun safety
course; and to hire 1,000 new gun prosecu-
tors. Gun crime prosecutions already are up
16 percent since I took office, but we should
do more.

In a country of 270 million people, no law
can stop every act of gun violence. But we
can’t just throw up our hands as if gun safety
laws don’t make a difference. We all have
a responsibility to do our part, parents, com-
munity leaders, members of the gun indus-
try, and yes, Members of Congress, too.

When we passed the Brady bill, people ar-
gued it wouldn’t make any difference be-
cause criminals don’t buy guns at gun stores,
they said. But it turned out a lot of them
did. Brady background checks have now
blocked gun purchases by 500,000 felons, fu-
gitives, and stalkers. And gun crime is down
by more than 35 percent since 1993.

The only reason Congress hasn’t already
sent me a bill with comprehensive gun safety
provisions is because of the pressure tactics
and the threats of the NRA. In fact, the NRA
now is launching a $20 million campaign to
target and to defeat Members of Congress
who support responsible gun safety laws. But
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